
Sample Planning Sheet for Argument of Definition

Claim involving a question of definition:

Spanking is/is not child abuse (choose one to be the claim)
Audience:

Parents and Educators
General definition acceptable to readers:

Child abuse is when someone….

Reason 1 (Do as class):
Spanking does/does not fit the criteria of child abuse I’ve established because:

Grounds:

Warrant:

Backing:

Reason 2 (Do at computer station):
Spanking does/does not fit the criteria of child abuse I’ve established because:

Grounds:

Warrant:

Backing?:

Reason 3 (Optional for Extra Credit):

Spanking does/does not fit the criteria of child abuse I’ve established because:

Grounds:

Warrant:

Backing?:

Opposing Argument 1 (Do as class):
Some of you might be thinking…but…

Refutation:

Opposing Argument 2 (Do at computer station):
Some of you might be thinking…but…

Refutation:

Implications (why does this definition matter?) (Do at computer station):
It’s important to/not to consider spanking child abuse because…

Adapted from M.W. Zoetewey
