MLA:  The Basics

Basic format:

Author.  Title.  City of Publication:  Press, Year of Publication.

Deans, Marjorie.  Meeting at the Sphinx:  Gabrielle Pascal's Production of Bernard

Shaw's Caesar and Cleopatra.  London:  Harmondsworth, 1946.

If it's a magazine article.....

Author.  "Title of Article."  Title of Magazine Day Mo. Year:  Page Numbers.

Perlstein, Rick.  "Abridged Too Far?"  Lingua France  15 Apr. 1997:  23-24.

Berstein, Matthew.  "Visions of the East."  Film  Feb.1997:  1-18.

If it’s a  journal article.....

Author.  “Title of Article.”  Title of Journal Volume Number . Issue Number:  Pgs.

Krane, Nicole.  “The Irony of Elizabeth.”  British Literature 3.12:  55-65.

If it's a newspaper article.....

Author.  "Title of Article."  Newspaper Day Mo. Year:  Page number.

Smith, Dinitia.  "After Four Centuries, Still Gaining Devotees."  New York Times  22 

Apr. 1997:  C12.

If it’s a chapter of a book.......

Author of Chapter.  “Chapter Name.”  Title of Book.  Name of Editor.  City of 

Publication:   Press, Year of Publication.  Pg.  Numbers of Chapter.

Lewis, Lindsey.  “Painting a Story.”  Writers and Writing.  Ed. Mac Buckman.  Los 

Angeles:  Random House, 1992.  254-285.

If it’s a text from an anthology…..
Author of Text.  “Title of Story.”  Title of Anthology, nth ed.  Ed. Name.  City of

Publication:  Press, Year of Publication.  Page Numbers.

Poe, Edgar Allen.  “The Cask of Amontillado.”  The Norton Introduction to Literature,

8th ed.  Ed. Peter Simon.  New York:  W.W. Norton & Co., 2002.  1100-1115.

If it’s an interview conducted by you:
Name of Person Interviewed. Personal Interview. Date interview was conducted.

Buckingham, Lindsey. Personal Interview. 21 July 2003.
If it’s a website
Author(s). Name of Page. Date of Posting/Revision. Name of institution/organization
affiliated with the site. Date of Access <electronic address>. 

Felluga, Dino. Undergraduate Guide to Literary Theory. 17 Dec. 1999. Purdue University. 15 Nov. 2000 <http://omni.cc.purdue.edu%7Efelluga/theory2.html>. Purdue Online Writing Lab. 2003. Purdue University. 10 Feb. 2003 <http://owl.english.purdue.edu>. 

If it’s an article on a website:
Author(s)."Article Title." Name of web site. Date of posting/revision. Name of

institution/organization affiliated with site. Date of access <electronic address>. 

Poland, Dave. "The Hot Button." Roughcut. 26 Oct. 1998. Turner Network Television. 28 Oct. 1998 <http://www.roughcut.com>. 

If it’s an article in an online journal or magazine
Author(s). "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume. Issue (Year): Pages/Paragraphs.

Date of Access <electronic address>. 

Wheelis, Mark. "Investigating Disease Outbreaks Under a Protocol to the Biological and 
Toxin Weapons Convention." Emerging Infectious Diseases 6.6 (2000): 33 pars. 5 
Dec. 2000 <http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/eid/vol6no6/wheelis.htm>. 

If it’s an article or publication retrieved from an electronic database

Provide the following information in your citation:

· Author's name (if not available, use the article title as the first part of the citation)

· Article Title

· Publication Name

· Publication Date

· Page Number/Range

· Database Name

· Service Name

· Name of the library where service was accessed

· Name of the town/city where service was accessed

· Date of Access

· URL of the service (but not the whole URL for the article, since those are very long and won't be able to be re-used by someone trying to retrieve the information) 

Author. "Title of Article." Publication Name Volume Number (if necessary) Publication Date: page number-page number. Database name. Service name. Library Name, City, State. Date of access <electronic address of the database>. 

Smith, Martin. "World Domination for Dummies." Journal of Despotry Feb. 2000: 66-72. Expanded Academic ASAP. Gale Group Databases. Purdue University Libraries, West Lafayette, IN. 19 February 2003 <http://www.infotrac.galegroup.com>. 

* Electronic citations adapted from OWL website

