Major Assignment One: Critical Autobiography

Objectives:

Students will learn how to be self-reflexive, learn the genre of autobiography, understand the multiple factors that influence their lives, and become critically aware of those factors through examination of themselves as individuals within society.

Directions:

Write a 600-900 word paper in which you evaluate your scientific discipline (chemistry, biology, etc.) and explain its importance to you and to society as a whole. This is an autobiography, so you must include elements of your personal history that affected your decision. Why did you choose it? What do you plan to do with it? Why does it matter? This paper should bring in cultural and emotional elements as well as basic, practical reasons. It can be written either in argumentative structure or narrative structure, as we will go over in class.

The difference between a critical autobiography and a traditional autobiography is that instead of giving a detailed summary of your entire life, you only bring in the elements that directly affect the above question of your discipline and why it is important to you as well as to society.

Some preliminary work is involved. Besides the final draft, you also must turn in a short Blogger entry where you briefly discuss some of the things you might talk about. This is very informal and designed to help you get some ideas out there before you get started on the paper itself. However, I do expect several full sentences. Also, a rough draft will be due in the week before the actual final product is due. This rough draft must meet all of the requirements of the final paper, including minimum length, in order to get credit.

Assignment Requirements:

How well you meet these requirements determines your grade. A good C.A. will: 

· Have clear cause/effect reasoning in explanations that connect your past to your current position as a student in your scientific discipline

· Have detailed explanations of the factors involved in your decisions and why they are important

· Examine the societal and personal implications of those factors and how that affected your decision

· Have an original and informative title (i.e., not something like "Paper #1" or "Critical Autobiography")

· Avoid being vague or repetitive

· Meet length requirement of 600-900 words, of course

Due Dates and Point Values:
· Blogger entry (5 points): Due Aug. 30
· Rough Draft (40 points): E-mailed to me as an attachment by classtime Sept. 8
· Final Draft (105 points): E-mailed to me as an attachment by 5:00 Thurs. Sept. 16
Assignment adapted from "Multiple Multiplicities"


