The Way It Was: The Social Context of Raisin in the Sun
Segregation was a huge issue at this time. It wasn’t until 1954 and Brown v. the Board of Education of Topeka Kansas that it was outlawed, and even then blacks had to endure lots of poor treatment and hostilities when they tried to take advantage of this by attending previously all-white schools.  Also, some schools in the south ignored the ruling and there was segregation in a few areas until the seventies!  Segregation went beyond schools, though. There were even regulations about who could buy land where, so entire neighborhoods were segregated.
Chicago, where Hansberry and her family lived, was more progressive. In fact, it had such a friendly climate towards blacks that in the early twentieth century, approximately 120,000 blacks migrated to Chicago from the south in what became known as “The Great Migration.”
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Harlem similary became a refuge for blacks. They created an environment for themselves by buying up lots of land and businesses and flourished. This environment also helped inspire such noted poets as Langston Hughes, who began gaining fame in the twenties with his essays and poetry.  He was one of the foremost writers in what became known as the “Harlem Renaissance.”
At this time, blacks also started to become more prominent in other artistic areas such as painting in a genre known as “social realism.” This focused on changing social situations detrimental not only to blacks but to all of society. Jacob Lawrence was the most prominent artist in the area. 
Another major issue at the time between black leaders and community members was “Assimilation versus Integration.”  Some believed that efforts to force integration were black people trying to be white, and they should be proud of their separation as a way to preserve and nurture their own culture.  Literature and plays at the time also dealt with this.  An addition conflict was how much black artists needed to focus on racism. Did it limit blacks to always portray their social situations? Was it a duty because others never did so? Many black artists chafed at this; why shouldn’t they address all sorts of issues, as white writers did? Things are never simple when it comes to changing the world!
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