Points to Ponder
Questions to help you figure out themes in A Doll’s House
As you know, the theme all comes down to the message or the judgment the author is trying to get you to make (whether you buy into it or not), and there is usually more than one.

Because we don’t know what the author is thinking, it’s up to us to use the text to determine what the themes are.  Below are some questions to help guide you as you do that, but it can’t be comprehensive because every viewpoint has its own take to it.

Think about the answers to these questions in terms of what the characters do and say, how they come off, and what happens to them.
Who is sympathetic in this play? Why?

How much of a part do the actors and directors play in our interpretations of who is sympathetic?

What should a woman’s role be?  A man’s?  Does this change within marriage?

How fair is the class system in Europe?

How important is it to fit into societal expectations? Are those expectations 


legitimate?


How much should we care about what other people think?

How important is money?


What part does religion play?


How important is truth?


Are things always black and white, or are there areas of gray?  


Alternatively, are SOME things always right or wrong, but not all?  If so, 


what’s definitely right and definitely wrong?  What’s not?

