It’s All About the Theme
Figuring out Themes in Much Ado About Nothing
As you know, the theme all comes down to the message or the judgment the author is trying to get you to make (whether you buy into it or not), and there is usually more than one.

Because we don’t know what the author is thinking, it’s up to us to use the text to determine what the themes are.  Below are some questions to help guide you as you do that, but it can’t be comprehensive because every viewpoint has its own take to it.
Judging from what the characters do and say, how they come off, and what happens to them, what is Shakespeare trying to say about…

The institution of marriage?

The traditional roles of men and women?

The institution of the church?

Performance and pretense?

The social structure of England?

Reason versus passion?

The measure of a good man or woman?
