The Midterm Paper (worth 15% of grade)

Topic: Compare and contrast any two works in the class using analysis in a particular area of your choosing. These areas can include, but are not limited to, purpose, message, theme(s), character portrayal, portrayal of class structure,  attitudes of men and women, attitudes towards race, portrayal of certain values… you have many options.  The paper should show that you have thought about the meanings and messages of the works and can analyze them side by side. In your paper, you should include some discussion of the context of the works when you are interpreting them.  Once you have decided on your topic, e-mail it to me for approval. E-mail me with your topic by Oct. 11.
Length:  3-4 pages, double-spaced, 12 pt. Times New Roman font.  Follow MLA guidelines for form.  A title page is optional.
Due Date:  October 27, 2006
Directions: In many ways, this paper will be like an extended version of your essay questions on your tests regarding themes. The main difference will be your incorporation of sources. It needs to have the following:

A good paper will:

1) Have an original and descriptive title. 

2) Have an argument / thesis statement which clarifies what issue will be discussed regarding two stories.
3) Have supports for that argument.
4) Have textual examples, properly cited using MLA.
5) Logically explain the relevance of textual examples.
6) Bring in at least two relevant critical sources, properly cited using MLA. These are two sources in addition to your main text (the work itself). At least one of them should be a print source – look in the library databases or check out books. Do not use the study guides or summary/analysis sites like SparkNotes, NovelGuide, MonkeyNotes, or publications like Cliff’s Notes.  It doesn’t matter if they tell you how to cite them, they’re not acceptable for this paper. If you’re not sure, consult me. I take off 10 pts. each for improper source.
Helpful links:

MLA: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/research/r_mla.html
Library Main Page: http://www.lib.purdue.edu/ - to get into the databases, click on “Find Articles and Data.” Proquest and the JSTOR Literary Criticism Database are especially useful.
